
Ulysses Virgil Whipple Sr. (1868-1948) 
 
Ulysses Virgil Whipple was born Feb. 26, 1868, near Red Level Post Office on his father’s 
plantation in Wilkinson County. In July 1872 he moved with his parents to the plantation near 
Turkey Creek in Laurens County. 
 
     He received his preliminary education in the neighborhood school, and later attended 
schools in Dublin and Hawkinsville. In 1882, at the age of 14, he entered Gordon Institute, a 
preparatory school in Barnesville, Ga. There he completed his junior and senior studies in one 
year and was graduated with the highest distinction in July 1884. 
 
     After a year at work on his father’s farm he entered the junior class at the University of 
Georgia, Athens, in 1885. While there he belonged to Phi Kappa Literary Society, in which he 
was an active debater, and Phi Gamma Delta social fraternity. He received the Bachelor of Arts 
degree with first honor from the University in 1887. 
 
     Following graduation he spent several months teaching school in Scotland, Telfair 
County, Ga., resigning to accept a position in the Life Savings Service of the Treasury 
Department of the United States in Washington, D.C., under the Civil Service Reform. Shortly 
thereafter he enrolled in the Law Department of Georgetown University in that city. After three 
years of night school classes he received the Bachelor of Laws degree from that institution in 
1889, and the Master of Laws degree in 1890. He also received Phi Beta Kappa honors. 
 
     Resigning his job immediately after graduation he returned to Georgia, and opened a law 
practice in Vienna. He was admitted to the Georgia Bar at the age of 22 in October 1890. 
 
     He was married to Alice Feagin, of Bonaire, Houston County, Ga., on Jan. 4, 1893. She 
was born June 3, 1874. Her parents were George McIntosh Troup Feagin born in Jones County, 
Ga., Oct. 23, 1830, and Drupina Smith born in Houston County, Ga., Aug. 30, 1833. The former 
died Feb. 2, 1901, and the latter died in October, 1920. 
 
 He was appointed judge of the county court of Dooly in January 1893, which position he 
held until September 1896 when he resigned to accept the Dooly County nomination to the lower 
house of the General Assembly of Georgia. He was elected to this office and served a two-year 
term. During this term he introduced successful legislation that created Crisp County with 
Cordele as the county seat. Georgia’s Governor Joseph M. Terrell presented him with the pen 
used to sign the act. During his legislative tenure, he served on the Finance, General Judiciary, 
and Railroad committees, and was chairman of the Auditing Committee. 
 
 In April 1897 he moved from Vienna to the new county seat of Cordele where he entered 
into a law partnership with W.S. Thompson known as Thompson & Whipple. He was later 
elected Judge of the Superior Court, Cordele Circuit, which position he served for six years. He 
later served as Referee in Bankruptcy. 
 
 Active in politics, he was a member of the state Democrat Party’s Executive Committee 
and was chairman of the Platform Committee of the state convention in 1916 held in Macon, Ga. 



Later, in 1921 he delivered a speech at the state convention nominating Walter F. George for the 
U. S. Senate, resulting in his friend’s election. 
 
     He was a Mason, serving as Masonic District Deputy of the Grand Lodge for the third 
Congressional District of Georgia, and was made a Knights Templar Mason. 
 
 A diarist and Kodak photographer, he enjoyed travel with his wife and family, keeping 
detailed notes even on their honeymoon trip to Atlanta, Washington, D.C., New York and then 
on to Niagara Falls. He spent the summer of 1903 with his family in the Northeast Georgia 
Mountains where his wife gave birth to their youngest son. He travelled with the family to the 
World’s Fair in St Louis in 1904 and took business trips to Florida and St. Simons Island in 
Georgia, always keeping his diary and taking pictures. 
 
     He was a member of the First Baptist Church of Cordele where he served as a deacon, 
and as a teacher of the Baracca Sunday School Class. 
    
     He died June 3, 1948, age the age of 80 and is buried in Sunny Side Cemetery, Cordele, 
Georgia. 
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